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          Conversely, if the elements of the Maidan leadership and Maidan or Maidan-linked 

shooters were involved in the massacre of the protesters, the speed and effectiveness of the 

investigations and the prosecutions would be expected to be the opposite. And the evidence of 

such an involvement would be covered up and the evidence of the government forces 

involvement would be expected to be falsified or lacking.  

           The official investigation by the Prosecutor General Office of Ukraine publicly and 

consistently denied since the very start of its investigations that the Maidan opposition was 

involved in the massacre. The GPU, after it arrested and charged the Berkut special company 

policemen in April 2014 with the massacre on February 20th, repeatedly publicly denied that that 

any snipers shot protesters from the Maidan-controlled buildings, such as the Hotel Ukraina, or 

stated that ongoing investigation did not confirm this. A then head of SBU in the Kyiv region 

was charged with responsibility for the killings of some of the killed Maidan protesters on 

February 18 and 19 by ordering SBU operation to seize control of the Trade Union building. 

Other Berkut policemen were charged with wounding of 33 protesters on February 18-19. But 

the trial of the Berkut policemen did not start because they were released by courts and ended up 

in Russia. 

           The GPU stated that four policemen were killed and several dozen wounded by unknown 

persons of unknown allegiance from the Music Conservatory and the Maidan area at the start of 

the Maidan massacre on February 20. The GPU charged in 2018 a Maidan protester with killings 

two police officers after he publicly admitted in his Ukrainian media interviews in 2014 and 

2016 such killing and/or shooting of the p, and he was released and escaped from Ukraine after 

intervention of the Prosecutor General of Ukraine, who was one of the Maidan leaders. 



























https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2gB8MblnD24&ab_channel=IvanKatchanovski


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sx9P7IlU0ow&ab_channel=IvanKatchanovski
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that he clearly saw gunshots from the Hotel Ukraina, in particular gun flashes.  Similarly, 

Bohdan Datsyshyn testified that when he was near Zhovtnevyi Palace other protesters told him 

that a sniper was shooting from the 6th floor of the Hotel Ukraina and killed or wounded a 

couple of protesters. (Video Appendix D). 

             The testimonies of the wounded Maidan protesters concerning snipers in the Maidan-

controlled buildings shooting them and other protesters are generally consistent with videos of 

snipers in these buildings and testimonies of over 80 witnesses during the massacre about such 

snipers in the Video Appendix A, testimonies in the media and the social media about such 

snipers by over 200 other witnesses, including over 100 video testimonies in the Video Appendix 

B, with results of forensic medical and ballistic examinations by government experts, and with 

positions of these wounded protesters at the time of their shooting in videos. For instance, 

forensic examinations of his wounds and clothing determined that Venchak was shot in the back 

from a steep direction when he was filmed from the Hotel Ukraina advancing towards a Berkut 

barricade. 

         Similarly, Sviatoslav Kolesnikov testified during two investigative experiments and his 

first interrogation in 2014 that he was wounded from upper floors of the Hotel Ukraina. His 

wounding from the Hotel Ukraina is consistent with his description of his position at the moment 

of the shooting that he demonstrated during both investigative experiments, his wound in the 

right shoulder, and its steep direction. A video showed Maidan protesters taking cover under this 

bridge and pointing towards shooting from the upper floors of this hotel at the direction of the 

bridge at about the same time as Kolesnikov was wounded on the bridge. A government ballistic 

expert during an on-site investigative experiment determined that the bullet impacted his chair, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sx9P7IlU0ow&ab_channel=IvanKatchanovski


23 
 

which he shielded himself from the Hotel Ukraina, at a 35 degrees angle and that this pointed to 

a gunshot from an upper floor of this hotel. (See Video Appendix H). 

           Yuri Kravchuk testified at the trial that he was wounded first two times from a sideway 

direction from the Bank Arkada and not from the Berkut barricade in front of him. He 

determined this because he was taking cover behind a tree from the Berkut, because the bullet 

did not go through a tree and because he saw down flying in front of his face from a bullet hole 

in his jacket. A ballistic expert during an investigative experiment also determined that Kravchuk 

was wounded there not from a Berkut barricade, as the prosecution charged, but from the Bank 

Arkada or the attached metro entrance. (Video Appendix D).  

             Similarly, a government ballistic expert during an on-site investigative experiment 

concluded that Roman Kotliarevsky was shot from a sector ranging from the Hotel Ukraina to 

Bank Arkada. A forensic medical report made public during the trial confirmed that Kotliarevsky 

was shot in the top back part of his right thigh at a steep angle from a top to bottom direction. 

This wounded Maidan medic stated during this investigation experiment that he was most likely 

shot from the Bank Arkada based on the steep direction of his wound channel. The moment of 

his wounding was filmed by CNN from the Hotel Ukraina and used by the media in the West and 

in Ukraine as evidence that the government forces deliberately targeted even medics.  (See Video 

Appendix H). A forensic ballistic report, which was made public during the trial, found that this 

medic was shot from the same 7.62x39 caliber weapon, which was used to kill Mykola-Oleh 

Pankiv.  

            Several wounded protesters also testified about witnessing snipers in the Maidan-

controlled Music Conservatory and the Maidan barricades near the Maidan stage in the early 

morning of February 20. Volodymyr Venchak testifies at the trial that he saw two or three 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sx9P7IlU0ow&ab_channel=IvanKatchanovski
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           Another Maidan protester testified that he saw a sniper shooting from the Main Post 

Office roof and killing a person behind the Maidan stage. This matches killing of Viktor 

Smolensky, who was shot there along with a female medic. This building was then the 

headquarters of the Right Sector. Berkut lawyers referred to testimonies of protesters to the 

investigation about armed people in this Right Sector headquarters building during the Maidan 

massacre. (Video Appendix E). 

             The Omega commander testified at the trial that his Internal Troops unit of snipers was 

in its base near Kyiv when circa 9:30am he received an order to deploy because the Maidan side 

used weapons on the Maidan and there were killed policemen and protesters. When the Omega 

snipers opened windows on the third floor of Kabmin Club were shot at, and bullet hit a window 

frame and walls. The Omega commander said that based on the bullet holes in Kabmin Club the 

shooting at the Omega snipers was likely from the 5-7th floors of the Hotel Ukraina. He stated 

that the Omega snipers saw gunshot flashes from the 5-7th floors of the Hotel Ukraina. They 

reported gunfire from the 5-7th floors of the hotel and the attic of Zhovtnevyi Palace. He said 

that locations of the shooters at the police included the Music Conservatory, the Hotel Ukraina, 

and attic windows of Zhovtnevyi Palace after it was occupied by Maidan protesters. (Video 

Appendix E).  

          An Ukraina TV correspondent testified that one of policemen behind a truck Berkut 

barricade said that there was shooting at them. Policemen said that they noticed shooting from 

the Hotel Ukraina to the police [Berkut] barricade direction. He testified that [Omega] snipers 

later arrived in a bus to check whether there was shooting from this hotel. They started to check 

the hotel windows via the scope. His video operator testified at the trial that he filmed a 

government [Omega] sniper targeting a window in Hotel Ukraina on the 6th or 7th floor. This 
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video operator also testified during the interrogation that the police warned them about shooting 

from Hotel Ukraina. Their Ukraina TV video, which was posted by the Right Sector on 

YouTube, presented these Omega snipers as a death squad which killed the Maidan protesters, 

and it was broadcast by many TV channel as evidence that they massacred the protesters. (Video 

Appendix E).  

             Then the coordinator of the special forces of the Internal Troops testified that Maidan 

snipers started shooting first and that they massacred the Berkut police and Internal Troops on 

February 20 not on their own as a group but in a planned action by the Maidan leadership. Both 

Security Service of Ukraine and the Internal Troops intelligence on the Maidan reported that two 

vans with about 20 armed men in military-style fatigues arrived to the Music Conservatory right 

before shooting at the police started from there. The Internal Troops intelligence also reported 

that Maidan protesters guarding a barricade near the Conservatory were told to leave shortly 

before the massacre and that smoke from burning tires was used to cover snipers. He also 

testified about reports of the Maidan snipers in the Trade Union building, the Hotel Ukraina, and 

Muzeiny Lane building. His special forces unit came under fire by snipers from the tall building 

under reconstruction in the Hrushevsky Street area [Muzeinyi Lane 2A] and later found evidence 

of sniper positions there. He stated that he along with the Crimean special forces unit and the 

Omega unit arrived to the presidential administration area with an order from the Internal Troops 

commander to neutralize the Maidan snipers in the Music Conservatory. (Video Appendix E). 

           The commander of the SBU Alfa snipers testified that his unit was deployed from an SBU 

base circa 10:00am because of information that sniper weapons were used on the Maidan  

and that there were both police and protesters killed. He and other members of his unit stated at 

the trial that their order was to act as counter-snipers and that they observed the Hotel Ukraina 
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and roofs of buildings. They testified that during their deployment to the Cabinet of Ministers 

around 10:30am-11:00am they came under fire from a Maidan direction. (Video Appendix E). 

           Similarly, the UDO snipers testified at the trial that they received an order circa 10:00am 

to locate a sniper in the Hotel Ukraina because there was information that a sniper in the hotel 

was shooting at the police and that they were deployed to Cabinet of Ministers building around 

noon. The commander of the UDO counter-sniper unit testifies that he was told by his 

commander that there was shooting from the Hotel Ukraina and received his order  

to take 3 snipers, go to Cabmin and determine from which hotel window there was shooting. 

His understanding was that someone was shooting at both sides, i.e., the government forces and 

the Maidan protesters.  

            His commander told him to determine from which window there was shooting from the 

Hotel Ukraina and that this information would be reported to the SBU leadership, which would 

use its Alfa special unit to neutralize the shooter. The Omega snipers commander also testified 

that the Alfa unit of the Security Service of Ukraine and his Omega unit of the Internal Troops 

were ready to clean out the shooters but their passage to the Music Conservatory and another 

building was refused by the Maidan leadership. 

            The testimonies of the commanders and snipers of Alfa, Omega, and UDO sniper units 

and other prosecution witnesses show that snipers in the Hotel Ukraina and other Maidan-

controlled buildings shot not only at the protesters but also at the police and government snipers, 

that the government units of snipers were deployed to their positions only after the massacre was 

long underway, that they had orders to locate snipers who shot the police and the protesters, and 

that snipers were located in the Maidan-controlled buildings, such as the Hotel Ukraina, Music 

Conservatory, and Zhovtnevyi Palace.   
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            The testimonies of the absolute majority of the wounded Maidan protesters and several 

dozen of the prosecution witnesses concerning snipers in the Maidan-controlled buildings are 

consistent with synchronized videos of the massacre and testimonies of several dozen defense 

witnesses at the Maidan massacre trial (Video Appendix A and Video Appendix C). The 

commander of the Internal Troops during the Maidan in his video-link testimony at the Maidan 

massacre trial said that his observers reported that snipers were shooting at the protesters and the 

police, including the Internal Troops, from top floors of the Hotel Ukraina and other Maidan-

controlled locations, such as the Music Conservatory. He also stated that the SBU Alfa 

negotiated with Andrii Parubii, then the head of the Maidan Self-Defense, to search for these 

snipers at the Hotel Ukraina but that Parubii refused to allow this.37 Ex-president Viktor 

Yanukovych during his video-link testimony as a witness in the Maidan massacre trial also stated 

that he received reports about snipers shooting from the top floors of buildings whose entrances 

were guarded by the Maidan forces.38 Many Berkut policemen testified at the trial that they or 

other Berkut servicemen were shot from the Music Conservatory in the early morning of 

February 20.  

             The testimonies by the absolute majority of the wounded Maidan protesters and several 

dozen of prosecution witnesses are generally consistent with testimonies of 8 Georgian ex-

military for the Maidan massacre trial and with their interviews in American, Italian and Israeli 

TV documentaries and Macedonian and Russian media. Three of them testified at the Prosecutor 

General Office of Belarus on request of the Prosecutor General Office of Ukraine following an 

appeal of Berkut lawyers in the case of the killings and wounding of the police during the 

Maidan massacre. The Maidan massacre trial in November 2021 admitted as evidence a 

testimony of one of these Georgians who confessed of being a member of a group of Maidan 
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snipers.39 Three self-admitted Georgian snipers gave written depositions to Berkut lawyers for 

the Maidan massacre trial, two provided notarized letters to the Ukrainian courts and offered to 

testify via a video link from Belarus.  

           These Georgians stated that they and other members of sniper groups from Georgia, the 

Baltic States, received orders, weapons, and payments from specific members of the Maidan 

leadership and former Georgian government leaders and commanders to massacre both 

protesters and the police in order to stop a peaceful agreement that was to be signed by 

Yanukovych and Maidan leaders. They stated that they also received shooting instructions from 

a far-right linked ex-US Army sniper. These ex-Georgian military members testified that then 

saw Georgian, Baltic States, and specific far right Sector-linked Ukrainian snipers shooting from 

the Music Conservatory and the Hotel Ukraina, in particular, before 8:00am on February 20. 

specific Maidan-controlled buildings. They said that there were four groups of Georgian snipers 

on the Maidan with total of 40 members, including themselves. One of them stated without 

revealing his identity in a US documentary that he shot the protesters from the Hotel Ukraina40 

Another said that the plan involved assassination of Viktor Yanukovych.41 Most of these 

Georgians revealed their names, passport numbers & border stamps, copies of plane tickets, 

videos and photos in Ukraine or Georgian military, and other evidence in support of their 

testimonies. 

             The ex-commander of the special armed Maidan Self-Defense Company, who was 

named along with his father as snipers by these Georgian ex-military, and two members of his 

company admitted in Ukrainian media interviews and one in a BBC interview that they shot the 

police from the Music Conservatory and the Maidan barricades in the morning of February 20.42  
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             Some wounded protesters testified that they were shot by snipers in the Cabinet of 

Ministers building, the Cabmin Club buildings, or the National Bank. However, the government 

investigation, synchronized videos of the massacre, security cameras recordings, and testimonies 

of the commanders and snipers of SBU Alfa, Internal Troops Omega, and UDO snipers units as 

prosecutions witnesses showed that there were no government snipers during the massacre in the 

National Bank building and that SBU Alfa and Internal Troops Omega sniper units were 

deployed in these buildings around 11:00 after the overwhelming majority of Maidan protesters 

were killed and wounded.  

            For instance, Oleksandr Huch the Volhynian company of the Maidan Self-Defense 

commander, stated that he thought based on his position that he was shot from the Cabinet of 

Ministers building. However, his position in a Norwegian TV video, which was not shown at the 

trial, the ricochet impact seen in this video, and his wound location and steep direction suggest 

that he was shot from a Muzeinyi Lane building on the left and somewhat in front of him. An on-

site investigative experiment by the government forensic experts, including a ballistic expert, 

determined that Huch was shot from a sector of fire which included Muzeinyi Lane buildings. 

(See Video Appendix A, 21:39).46 

          Similarly, Ivan Halamai claimed at the trial that he was wounded from a Berkut barricade. 

However, the locations and the direction of the bullet wounds, his position in the video at the 

time of his shooting, and the steep slope of the bullet in his x-ray in the upper left leg point to a 

gunshot from the top of the Bank Arkada and not from the Berkut barricade on the similar 

ground level. The forensic medical examination found that he was shot in his right buttock area 

from back to front direction with the bullet ending in his right leg significantly lower, while the 
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policemen to shoot the absolute majority of the protesters when the exact times of their killing 

and wounding do not coincide with the times of the Berkut shooting in synchronized videos. The 

prosecution charges stated that about two dozen members on the special Berkut company 

massacred the Maidan protesters during brief police advance and retreat on the ground near 

Zhovtnevyi Palace and then from behind two barricades on Instytutska Street. All these Berkut 

policemen were filmed in numerous videos and National Bank security cameras for almost entire 

time from their deployment to the end of the massacre.  

              The content analysis of synchronized and time stamped videos, which were used by the 

prosecution and which were publicly available on the social media or in the media, visually 

illustrates that specific times of Berkut shooting and specific times of killings of and wounding 

of Ihor Dmytriv and Andrii Dyhdalovych and wounding of Sviatoslav Kolesnikov and Roman 

Kotliarevsky do not coincide in the synchronized videos of the Maidan massacre in the online 

Video Appendix H. In the small number of the exceptions when such times coincide, the wounds 

locations in forensic medical examinations and videos did not match the locations of the Berkut 

police. For instance, forensic medical examinations by the government experts for the 

prosecution, a testimony of his sister at the trial, and a single bullet hole in his helmet in 

synchronized videos show that Yuri Parashchuk was killed in the back of his head when he faced 

the Berkut police. This evidence suggest that he was shot from the Bank Arkada in the Maidan-

controlled area. (See Video Appendix H). 

              The synchronized and time-stamped videos along with other evidence presented during 

the trial confirmed that three Maidan protesters were killed on Instytutska Street before the 

special Berkut company first appeared and started shooting with Kalashnikovs and pump rifles a 
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few minutes after 9:00am. (See video Appendix A). This means that the Berkut policemen 

charged with their killing could not physically shoot them. 

              Some videos shown at the Maidan massacre trial revealed Maidan snipers. A recording 

of a live broadcast of Espresso TV showed a Maidan protester giving a Kalashnikov-type firearm 

to another protester at the Maidan barricade in front of the Maidan stage during a standoff with 

the police and another protester shooting from a hunting rifle in the direction of the police. The 

video showed the police retreating from the Maidan in about 20 minutes afterwards before 

9:00am. This video matches unbroadcast CNN video which showed the armed special Maidan 

company members going to this barricade and shooting in the direction of the police. (Video 

Appendix A). 

              Unbroadcast segments of the most famous video of the Maidan massacre, which was 

filmed by the Belgian VRT News TV and shown at the Maidan massacre trial, show two Maidan 

protesters luring a group of other protesters to advance shortly before they would be massacred 

there. One of these two protesters at the trial and one in the media interviews could not explain 

why they did this. The VRT video also includes a protester shouting to the other protesters in this 

group not to move ahead because there is shooting from the Hotel Ukraina. He warned that they 

shoot [take down] from the hotel all protesters together and that there were gunshots from there. 

The VRT News video then shows a bullet hitting a tree in the direction of this group of the 

Maidan protesters. The protesters looked back towards the Hotel Ukraina after this shot. One of 

them pointed his hand towards the hotel and shouted about gunshots from the hotel and that  

they shoot to take down the protesters and asked the shooters there not to shoot. (See Video 

Appendix C). Six wounded protesters from this group testified at the Maidan massacre trial and 

the investigation that they or their group were either shot from this hotel and other Maidan-
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controlled buildings, witnessed snipers there or were told by other protesters about them. (Video 

Appendix D). 

                SBU Alfa snipers and commanders stated at the trial that recoding of their intercepted 

radio communications of SBU was selectively edited and was made after they were deployed to 

the Cabinet of Ministers building to locate snipers in the Maidan controlled Hotel Ukraina and 

other buildings. This audio recording was widely publicized in the Ukrainian media after the 

Maidan massacre as evidence that these government snipers massacred the Maidan protesters.  

Results of Forensic Examinations 

           Findings of forensic medical examinations, which were done by government experts for 

the prosecution and were made public during the Maidan massacre trial, revealed that the 

absolute majority of protesters were shot on February 20 from side and back directions and from 

top to bottom directions. Since videos and photos showed that the absolute majority of the killed 

and wounded protesters faced the Berkut police in front of them on the same or similar ground 

level and that Maidan-controlled buildings were generally behind them and on the left and right 

side, this forensic evidence means that they could not have been shot by Berkut but were shot by 

snipers in the Maidan-controlled buildings. One does not need to be a forensic expert to 

understand this since bullets do not fly like guided missiles in order to hit the protesters from the 

directions and height that do not match the locations of the Berkut police.   

             These forensic medical examinations indicated that 40 out of 48 protesters with whose 

murder Berkut policemen are charged were shot dead from significant vertical angles based on 

the directions of their wounds. At least 36 of these protesters were killed when the Berkut 

policemen were filmed on the same or similar level on the ground. Just one killed protester had 

nearly horizontal entry and exit wounds, but he was snot sideways.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sx9P7IlU0ow&ab_channel=IvanKatchanovski
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sx9P7IlU0ow&ab_channel=IvanKatchanovski
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           Out of 7 killed protesters with no forensic information about their wounds directions made 

public, three were shot by hunting pellets before the Berkut special company appeared in the 

Maidan area. Khrapachenko was shot by a rusted expanding hunting bullet. Another was killed, 

inter alia, by a handgun bullet behind a wall that made it physically impossible to shoot him from 

the Berkut positions. Two others were killed at the same time and place as the many other 

protesters. (See Video Appendix A).  

            Similarly, 48 out of 51 wounded protesters, whose wound directions were revealed at the 

trial and with whose shooting on February 20th Berkut policemen were charged, had wounds at 

significant vertical angles. The significant vertical angles of wounds are consistent with snipers 

in Maidan-controlled buildings or on the roofs of these buildings and not with their shooting by 

the Berkut police on the ground. (see Map 1). 

               The forensic ballistic examinations presented by the prosecution at the Maidan 

massacre trial found that 19 protesters were killed on February 20 by 7.62x39mm caliber bullets 

which match calibers not only of AKM Kalashnikov assault rifles, but also hunting versions of 

Kalashnikovs, or other weapons of this caliber, such as Simonov carbine (SKS). They indicated 

that Ivan Bliok was killed from Vepr carbine, a hunting version of Kalashnikov machine gun.49 

Three other protesters were killed by pellets used in hunting. Two protesters were killed by 

expanding hunting bullets, whose calibers did not match calibers of weapons used by the special 

Berkut company, whose members were charged with killing these protesters.50 Videos showed 

protesters with hunting rifles in the Hotel Ukraina during the massacre (Video Appendix A). 

             A forensic ballistic examination conducted by government institute experts on the 

prosecution request with use of an automatic computer-based IBIS-TAIS system in January 2015 
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found that bullets extracted from killed protesters, trees, and the Hotel Ukraina rooms did not 

match police database of bullet samples from any 7.62x39 caliber Kalashnikov assault 

rifles of members of the entire Kyiv Berkut regiment, including the special Berkut company 

charged with the massacre of the protesters.51  

            The government investigation determined that most of protesters killed on February 18-

19 were shot with hunting pellets and smoothbore rifles used in hunting. It revealed that the 

absolute majority of 11 policemen killed on February 18-19, and all 4 policemen killed on 

February 20 were shot from similar types and calibers of hunting pellets and bullets, handgun 

bullets, and 7,62x39 bullets as the protesters.  

             The court decisions revealed that the weapons used by the wounded checkpoint attackers 

in Sloviansk on April 20, 2014 were the same weapons from which two Internal Troops 

servicemen were killed, and three other policemen wounded on the Maidan on February 18. The 

court rulings specifically referred to two Right Sector activists, who were  wounded during a 

Right Sector attack of the separatist checkpoint and many other Right Sector members as 

suspects in GPU investigation in killings and wounding the police on the Maidan.52 Visual 

examinations of the bullet holes and their impact points in a Hotel Ukraina room, which was 

occupied by a German ARD TV female journalist, by the government investigators confirmed 

that it was shot at from the direction of the Main Post Office, which was the Right Sector 

headquarters (See Video Appendix F). 

              The visual reconstruction based on government forensic expert reports concerning 

locations and directions of bullet holes on the massacre site in trees, flower box, and in the Hotel 

Ukraina, as well as videos and photos of locations and directions of these bullet holes, shows that 

the Berkut police and Omega were generally shooting above protesters at the second and higher 
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               The locations and directions of the wounds of these three protesters in forensic medical 

examinations and matching bullet holes that appeared in the shields of two of them and a helmet 

another along with their positions at the times of their killings point to their shooting from the 

top part of the Bank Arkada in the Maidan-controlled area. Several Maidan protesters and 

medics pointed to snipers there shortly before and after these three protesters were killed. (Video 

Appendix H). 

Cover-Up and Stonewalling 

             It is striking that almost eight years after one of the best documented cases of the mass 

murder in history, there is not a single person convicted or under arrest for the Maidan massacre 

of the protesters and the police. No one was prosecuted for killings of 13 and wounding of over 

100 policemen on February 18-20 on the Maidan and two traffic policemen in another location in 

Kyiv. The prosecution did not charge anyone for wounding 77 protesters, or almost half of all 

wounded protesters on February 20, after the investigation determined that they were not shot 

from the Berkut positions but from other sectors, which implies Maidan-controlled areas.  

           The Prosecutor General Office has been headed by Maidan politicians or close allies of 

the Maidan presidents of Ukraine and President Zelensky and the investigation of the massacre 

was under control of Maidan government leaders from the start. Two factions of main Maidan 

parties blocked creation of a parliamentary commission concerning Maidan massacre during the 

Poroshenko presidency.55 The failed investigation, the prosecution, and to a large extent trial are 

consistent with cover-up and stonewalling of the investigation by the Turchynov, Poroshenko, 

and Zelensky governments and the investigation by the Prosecutor General Office, the State 

Bureau of Investigations, and the Ministry of Internal Affairs.     
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               An amnesty law, which was adopted by the Ukrainian parliament on February 21, 

2014, granted blanket immunity from prosecution for Maidan participants for various serious 

crimes, including killing of the police, terrorism, and seizure of power. The law also prohibited 

investigation of the Maidan participants for such crimes and specified that such evidence that 

was already collected had to be destroyed.    

              Two out of five Berkut policemen, who were arrested for several years and tried for the 

Maidan massacre on February 20 were released by the trial judges because of the lack of 

evidence. This is consistent with trumped-up charges. All Berkut policemen were released and 

exchanged to Donbas separatists by a Kyiv court on an order of President Zelensky within a 

several months of the expected verdict. This decision stonewalled the trial.  

              In contrast, the release to house arrest and escape from Ukraine of the Berkut special 

company commander, who was charged with the massacre on February 20, and Berkut 

policemen, charged with wounding of 33 protesters on February 18-19 by the courts is consistent 

with the cover-up and stonewalling. A Ukrainian journalist, who headed in 2014 the civic 

council of GPU, stated that the Minister of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, who was a member of the 

Maidan leadership, was involved in transferring the Berkut special company commander from 

Ukraine.56 

              The GPU investigation denied that there were snipers in Maidan-controlled buildings 

and did not investigate them. This was done in spite of overwhelming evidence revealed by the 

investigation, the trial, and the publicly available evidence, such as testimonies by over 100 

wounded protesters, several dozen prosecution witnesses, and over 300 other witnesses, and 

videos, photos and audio recordings of snipers in these buildings, including their shooting of the 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sx9P7IlU0ow&ab_channel=IvanKatchanovski
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the Maidan protesters were lured and then massacred by snipers from the Maidan-controlled 

buildings, such as the Hotel Ukraina.  

          Forensic medical examinations determined that the absolute majority of the protesters 

were shot from steep directions from the sides and back. This is consistent with locations of the 

Maidan-controlled buildings and areas and inconsistent with the locations of the Berkut police on 

the ground. Initial ballistic examinations did not match bullets extracted from the bodies of killed 

and wounded protesters to the Berkut Kalashnikovs. Forensic examinations of the bullet holes by 

the government experts for the Maidan massacre trial suggested that Berkut policemen were 

mostly shooting above the Maidan protesters into the Hotel Ukraina, which was the main 

location of the snipers.              

              Killing and wounding of a small minority of protesters by the Berkut police, in 

particular, by ricochets or in crossfire with snipers in the Maidan-controlled buildings, cannot be 

excluded because of the lack of publicly available data or because of contradictory data. But their 

killing and wounding in the same locations and at the same time as other protesters suggest that 

most of them were also likely shot by the Maidan snipers. The trials and investigations have not 

revealed any evidence that Yanukovych or his law enforcement ministers and commanders 

ordered the massacre of the Maidan protesters. 

              There are various indications of stonewalling of the Maidan massacre investigations and 

the trials by the Maidan governments and far right organizations and the cover-up of much of the 

key evidence of the massacre. The investigation denied presence of any snipers in the Maidan-

controlled buildings in spite of the overwhelming evidence. The Maidan massacre investigation 

and trial were stonewalled, charges against Berkut policemen and later two Omega members 







https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=flztD56UcYk&ab_channel=IvanKatchanovski
https://www.youtube.com/embed/flztD56UcYk?feature=oembed
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Video Appendix B: Over 100 Witness Testimonies Concerning Maidan Snipers in Ukraine 

(2021) 

  

https://youtu.be/rg04d3czj08
https://www.youtube.com/embed/rg04d3czj08?feature=oembed
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Video Appendix C: Shooting of Maidan Protesters from Maidan-Controlled Locations (2020)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QhKALfMFclM&ab_channel=IvanKatchanovski
https://www.youtube.com/embed/QhKALfMFclM?feature=oembed


59 
 

 

 

Video Appendix D:  Maidan Massacre Trial and Investigation Testimonies by 47 Wounded 

Maidan Protesters about Snipers in Maidan-Controlled Locations 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sx9P7IlU0ow&ab_channel=IvanKatchanovski
https://www.youtube.com/embed/sx9P7IlU0ow?feature=oembed
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Video Appendix E: Testimonies by Dozens of Prosecution Witnesses at the Maidan Massacre 

Trial & Investigation Concerning Snipers in Maidan-Controlled Locations   

https://youtu.be/GI4EP3RaLU0
https://www.youtube.com/embed/GI4EP3RaLU0?feature=oembed
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Video Appendix F: Shooting at Western, Polish, and Russian Journalists during the Maidan 

Massacre in Ukraine 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bpFCaFzsDB4&ab_channel=IvanKatchanovski
https://www.youtube.com/embed/bpFCaFzsDB4?feature=oembed
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Video Appendix H: How Maidan Protesters Were Shot from Maidan-Controlled Buildings   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7yGst19L5us&ab_channel=IvanKatchanovski
https://www.youtube.com/embed/7yGst19L5us?feature=oembed
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Map 1. The Maidan Massacre on February 20, 2014 
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Photo 1.  The Visual Reconstruction of Shooting at Maidan Protesters and Western, Polish, and Russian Journalists during the Maidan 

Massacre in Ukraine 

  



https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3735661


https://apsa2018-apsa.ipostersessions.com/default.aspx?s=BE-A7-7C-A2-1B-56-0C-9E-48-D5-D8-80-27-5D-F6-17



















